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Larynx

* Trachea
*  Bronchi
A Lungs
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Cartilages of the Larynx

Thyroid cartilage
* Thyroid cartilage
Largest
Forms anterior and lateral wall of the larynx
Laryngeal ridge (Adam’s apple)
* Cricoid cartilage
Sits inferior to thyroid cartilage
Complete ring; posterior portion greatly expanded




Epiglottis

* Epiglottis

**» Shoe-horn shaped epiglottis projects superior to the glottis
¢ During swallowing:
o larynxis elevated
o epiglottis folds back over the glottis
» prevents entry of liquids or solid food into respiratory
passageways
* Paired laryngeal cartilages
** Arytenoid

Epiglottis

¢ Corniculate
** Cuneiform




Function:
** Sound production
Two folds:
** Vocal fold
o Band of elastic tissue
» Highly elastic
o True vocal cords
** Vestibular fold
o Play no part in sound production
o False vocal cords
Sound pitch dependent:
1. Diameter
2. Llength Vocal cords
3. Tension
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Soft palate blocks
the nasal cavity

Upper esophageal UES opens UES re-closes
sphincter (UES) closed — Epiglottis blocks
Esophagus the larynx
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